The American Classic Car Club

Canterbury Inc

November 2025 Newsletter

President’s Report

Dear Members.

As we approach our flagship event on the American Classic Car Club calendar, I find
myself filled with a mix of excitement and anticipation.

In past years, we have presented a showcase of classic American horsepower. This year,
circumstances have led us to present a gathering that is more than just a showcase of
American cars. It is a celebration of the wider car community spirit, passion and the
timeless beauty of classic cars from all walks of life.

In preparing for this event, I have been reflecting on how we measure success. It is
tempting to regard success in financial ferms as the primary indicator. While this
metric is important, this year we are embracing a broader, more meaningful definition.
In truth, success of a club such as ours can extend far beyond the balance sheet. It
may be simply the diversity of vehicles that arrive. New friendships forged or past
friendships re-ignited.

The chrome, the paint work, the horsepower, the quaintness. It might be the smile on
the kids' faces discovering such a wide variation of classic and vintage cars for the first
time. In the fullness of time, it will certainly result in a few new members. Even if it is
just a sense of well-deserved notoriety and recognition for the American Classic Car
Club amongst the wider community and the classic car enthusiasts, in that we have
dared to be different in changing our offering to a biennual Allcomers Picnic and of
course a hugely successful now biennual USA Day American car show, then we will have
achieved something valuable, it will have been worthwhile and still provide a sound
source of income for the club.

Looking forward to seeing you all out on the trail.

Graeme Martin
President
The American Classic Car Club
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Craig's Conundrum'’s -
October Comment

Hi all, busy times are acoming - a whisker over 7 weeks until Christmas and we've got a
bit to get through yet.

Our October event was very well attended with just on 40 members signing up for the
day. We kicked it of f from Princess Margaret Hospital in Cashmere in fine weather and
travelled around the base of the Port Hills and through the tunnel into Lyttleton to what
is now Armadillos Restaurant & Bar (Previously The Top Club) and parked up in
preferential spots.

The revamped facility is a pretty pleasant place to spend some time and the team
quickly settled into place. The menu selection was real value for money, nicely varied and
bought out in a really fimely manner - top marks to Zac and his team. When all finished
we departed around 1:30 for the run over Evans Pass with that incredible view and down
into Sumner for a regroup at which point a number of members took up the shuttle
options offered by Cathie, Mark Rayner and Janvier which saw us all file off and up the
hill at Scarborough,an interesting climb!

On arrival Sam, Murray, Kevin & Michael took care effortlessly in allocating parks for
the vehicles as shuttles to the door or many chose to walk the lane. The entree to start
us of f was the most magnificent view you will find from any garage in the country - truly
amazing!

We were treated to pretty much a once in a lifetime tour of some the most amazing
antiquities possible in a private residence - objects of fascination including pieces from
most cultural periods from the Neolithic period through to the Qing Dynasty which over
time have become increasingly focused on the works of Chinese Neolithic cultures
(roughly 8,000 - 2,000BC - 220AD).

The group meandered through the home which in itself is an architectural masterpiece
with the most incredible cliff hanging views.

Afternoon tea was provided by the club and managed by Wendy & Maria. Overall a
fascinating day and the DeSoto handled the drop down the hill in complete confidence -
the beauty of a 2 speed auto box - drop her in 1st and let her idle. Very special thanks
again to Michael & Kevin for their hospitality and incredible presentation for the day -
Gold!!

Peter Craig - Club Captain.
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Feature Article — November 2025

The Jim & Rick Schmidt NPD Car Collection — Ocala,Florida

Date of Visit: July 2025
Location: National Parts Depot Headquarters, Ocala, Florida

B A Rare Private Tour in the Heart of Florida

“‘Sometimes the best experiences happen when you take a chance

In July, Maria and | were fortunate enough to visit
one of the most renowned private automobile
collections in the United States - the National Parts
Depot (NPD) Collection in Ocala, Florida.

As we arrived at the NPD facility, we decided to take
a chance and ask one of the counter staff if there
was any possibility of viewing the collection, he in
turn asked a person in charge and how lucky we
were. It happen to be Rick, Jim Schmidt’s son.

We mentioned that we had come all the way from
New Zealand, hoping for a glimpse inside. To our
delight, he said we were very welcome, inviting us to
go through the side door and take as long as we
wished to explore.

To our amazement, we had the entire massive car
museum to ourselves for the afternoon - a truly unforgettable experience.

You really need a whole day to see and appreciate these beautiful vehicles in this collection.

Highly Recommended, not to be missed if you're in Ocala Florida!

Hl The NPD Collection — A Legacy of Passion and Preservation

The NPD Collection began as a father-and-son passion project in the 1970s. What started
with a few collectible Mustangs soon evolved into a world-class museum of more than 200
meticulously maintained vehicles, representing every era of American motoring. Founded by
Jim Schmidt, the NPD brand became one of the largest and most respected suppliers of
restoration parts for classic Fords, Chevrolets, and other American marques. Alongside his
son Rick Schmidt, Jim assembled a collection that celebrates not only the rare and exotic but
also the everyday vehicles that defined American roads for generations.
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Bl An Experience to Remember

Walking alone through the rows of gleaming chrome, vivid paint, and museum-quality
interiors was surreal. Each car told its own story - a living snapshot of American automotive
culture. The fact that we had the entire collection to ourselves made the experience even
more special and personal. It's easy to understand why the NPD Collection is regarded as
one of the finest privately owned automotive museums in the world. We are deeply grateful
to the NPD staff for their warm hospitality and generosity in allowing us this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.
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Il About NPD — National Parts Depot
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Parts Powerhouse

Founded in 1976, National Parts Depot supplies restoration parts for classic and muscle cars
with an unwavering commitment to authenticity, quality, and customer service. With multiple
warehouses across the United States, NPD supports enthusiasts restoring Mustangs,
Camaros, Firebirds, and many other iconic models.

Their Ocala headquarters not only serves as a central distribution point but also as a living
museum - a fitting tribute to the vehicles that inspired the company’s founding passion.

Article by: Sam Ng & Maria Van Nus
Photography: Maria & Sam — July 2025

The NPD car and truck Collection contains a wide variety of
mostly American-made vehicles, spanning from 1903 to
present day. Most of the Collection has been acquired within
the past 25 years by NPD owners Jim and Rick Schmidt
(father and son).
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Whether you drive American, English, European, Japanese,
Classic, Custom, a motorcycle, a moped or anything in hetween.

D EVERYONE WELCOME
6?.35«&0 * HOT FOOD * COFFEE *

o FREEENTRY

“The organisers accept no responsibility for loss, damage, or injury - entry is at your own risk.”

\'_d:!_{i

~ Hosted by
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Allcomers Picnic Day 2nd Nov 2025

Something Different This Year!

As you know, the American Classic Car Club has proudly hosted the much-
loved USA Day at Gladstone Park on the first Sunday of November each
year.

For 2025 only, the Committee has decided to take a break from the
traditional format and instead invite you to a relaxed, ‘Allcomers Picnic Day'.

No entry fee

No registration

No pressure

Everyone welcome

Bring your picnic lunch and chairs

Coffee available

Hot food - (Supporting the Woodend Rugby Football Club)

Just a casual day to enjoy cars and company!

This event is open to everyone - whether you drive American, English,
European, Japanese, a classic custom, motorcycle, moped, or anything in
between.

All clubs and all vehicle types are welcome.

We hope this inclusive format encourages more people to come along and
share in the spirit of the car community.

Don't worry - USA Day will return in 2026!
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SAVE THE DATE

THE AMERICAN CLASSIC CAR CLUB

-

Christmas Party will be held on
7th December 2025

The venue has been confirmed as being Methven
Resort which is a really pleasant choice and will be a %tk
buffet Xmas Luncheon with extremely nice menu |
selections and will be fully funded by the club. @ /
Santa Claus is expected to attend also! Doubtless <
numbers will be needed and a further communique will

be sent out by the 2nd or 3rd week in November to
cover of f on the details and run plans.
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2025/2026 Committee

President Graeme Martin 027 4350255

Vice President | Murray Marshall 027 2001350

Secretary Cathie Martin 027 4350255 |accccanty@gmail.com
Treasurer Maria Van Nus 022 3854001

Club Captain | Peter Craig 021 898396

Committee Dave Busch 021 1465668

Committee Gary Court 021 437488

Committee Wendy Marshall 027 2001350

Committee Sam Ng 027 4793736

Club Events

Save The Dates

* November event - 2nd November:

By the time you read this it will doubtless be all over — However -- the traditional USA
Day will not go ahead this year in it's usual format however a “Keynote” event in the
form of a Classic All Comers picnic will (Has) take(n) place — Judging by feedback
regarding attendance so far it is likely to be a hugely successful event!.

* Club Christmas Party — 7th December:

The venue has been confirmed as being Methven Resort which is a really pleasant
choice and will be a buffet Xmas Luncheon with extremely nice menu selections and
will be fully funded by the club. Santa Claus is expected to attend also! Doubtless
numbers will be needed and a further communique will be sent out by the 2nd or 3rd
week in November to cover off on the details and run plans

Participation by Members and/or associates at any Club event is entered at their
own risk. The Club accepts no responsibility for actions or damage in respect of
liability for injury or property damage caused by or to any person while attending a
Club event.
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Non-Club Events
2025

See Event Posters Next Page

New Years Day Thursday 1st - Little River Domain

Little River Domain all comers car show and picnic, a great day on the grass and
under the trees. Not a full club event however it’ll be very worthwhile to to put together
an ACCC representation.

First Sunday of the month

Kustoms Car Club - Breakfast and Meet, McLeans Island Rd

Starts 8am.

Great social occasion. Always many Fords, Chevs, Chryslers, Hotrods and Classics etc
All welcome. No Charge. Public can attend to view cars.

Hosted by Kustoms Car Club

Second Sunday of the month

Rodders, Customs, Classics Breakfast - The Highway Inn, 527 Sawyers Rd Arms Rd
Starts 9am.

Reminder this event is for Hot Rods, Muscle Cars, Customs, Classic American and
Australian Only, NO Japas and NO Euros.

All welcome. No Charge. Public can attend to view cars.

Third Sunday of the Month

VCC - OLD CARS, BIKES AND COFFEE - Cutler Park

On the third Sunday of the month we invite all members and any interested members of the
public to join us at Cutler Park from 9am-12pm for coffee and a catch-up

Hosted by VCC

Last Friday of the Month

BellaRat’s Gas & Gander Meet at the NPD, 740 Jones Road, Rolleston
Good food for sale. Show up in your rat rod, hotrod, classic or whatever.
All welcome. No Charge. Public can attend to view cars.

Hosted by BellaRat’'s Gas & Gander
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FOR SALE

Members... you can advertise your vehicle or parts here.
Contact email: accccanty@gmail.com

FOR SALE: ----

CLASSIC MOPARS (Mostly) offered for sale by probably the most discerning follower of the
MOPAR brand in New Zealand. These are very valuable and rare machines and are in varying

presentations from "Project“to very good running condition.
Contact Geoff Matthews on 0274 399 817 for further details and or photos.

CARS FOR SALE

All these classic cars are available by contacting the advertiser

1955 Chrysler Windsor. 2-dr hard top. Project. $11500

1956 Chrysler New Yorker 2-dr hard top. Loaded. $17500

1957 Dodge Coronet 2-dr club sedan D500. Project. $7750

1957 Chrysler Imperial 2-dr hard top (with 57 4-dr parts car). Project. $14500
1960 Dodge Matador 4-dr hard top runs/drives. $16000

1959 Desoto Fireflite 2-dr hard top. $17000

1960 Cadillac convertible runs/drives. $26500

1960 Dodge Polara 4-dr hard top. Black. reg/wof. $58500

1961 Desoto 2-dr hard top factory black car with new SMS seat covers ($USD2200).
In Christchurch. $17500

1964 Pontiac Grand Prix coupe reg/wof. Very original. 8 lug wheels. On road. $46500
1992 Corvette ZR1. Red, reg/wof. In Christchurch. $47500

More information and photos available.

Contact seller: Geoff Matthews
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< Vehicle for Special Occasions

Looking to add a touch of classic style to your wedding or other special occasion?
Several of our members make their vehicles available.

Please note: The club does not arrange or manage the services.
If you are interested, we can put you in contact with the vehicle owner directly for

further information.

AMERICAN CLASSIC CAR REQUIRED

Can any member with an American classic car help with this request from Vicki at

ElImwood Normal School?
She is preparing a special farewell ride for there Principal, Paul, who will be leaving at

the end of this year after 14 wonderful years of service.

Details:

Date: Monday, 15th December

Event: Farewell breakfast and ride for Principal Paul and his wife, Jill
Pickup: Little Poms Café, Kilmore Street

Arrival: EImwood Normal School, Merivale, by 9:20am

(All our students will be gathered to welcome them back.)

If any member can help then please contact Vicki directly on 027 459 3904 or 355 7192
ext 706 (EImwood Normal School).
Vicki can advise you the full details etc.
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A 8am - 11am
KustTomMms CLUBROOMS

McLEANS ISLAND ROAD - MCLEANS ISLAND - CHRISTCHURCH
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NOVEMBER 2, 2025
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